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Q. RIBA's archive holds a lot of

material of post-war housing and

Brutalist buildings, yet there is a

limited amount specifically related

to these playqround spaces.

How have you made use of RIBA's

llections? Have they been formative

:

ir dacicin malkinn arorace?
jr decision-making process?
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These play spaces developed from

a particular social and political context,
bringing to mind the post-war Welfare
State and the understanding of play

as an activity to be formally planned.
In light of this, can anything be learnt
from these spaces?

By staging this exhibition at RIBA,
architecture and design for children -
often marginalised from conventional
histories ~ will be brought to the
centre of the British architectural
establishment. As you say, there

isn't much archival material, perhaps
because these spaces were not
considered as important as the
buildings themselves. So what is
exciting about this project is to place
these objects in the Architecture
Gallery as an interruption, of sorts,
would you agree?
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READ THE EXTENDED
INTERVIEW WITI
ASSEMBLE AND SIMON
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SUMMER TALKS AND EVENTS PROGRAMME

THE RISE AND FALL OF
THE COUNCIL ESTATE

Vi ghne

Against the backdrop of a growing
housing crisis, RIBA hosts an
evening charting the evolution

of the council estate and debates
the highs and lows of a century

of development, innovation and
shifting attitudes. Discussion chaired
by Daisy Froud with Finn Williams
(Common Office), Andrea Klettner
(Love London Council Housing),
Simon Terrill (Artist, The Brutalist
Playground & Balfron Project),

Tony McGuirk (Architect/urban
designer & former Chairman of
BDP) and Paul Karakusevic (Director
of Karakusevic Carson Architects).
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CONCRETE:

A CULTURAL HISTDRY
Tuesday 7 July

19002040

Concrete polarizes opinion. Its
development can be traced as

far back as Roman times, however,
it was in the twentieth century that
its full capabilities became realised.
This discussion explores the world's
most emotionally loaded material.
Chaired by Adam Kaasa (RCA
School of Architecture) with Adrian
Forty (Prof. Emeritus of Architectural
History, The Bartlett & author of
‘Concrete and Culture - A Material
History’), Elain Harwood (Historian
with English Heritage & author

of ‘Space, Hope, and Brutalism:
English Architecture, 1945-1975)
and William Hall (Willram Hall
Des:gn & author of ‘Concrete’).

&t} gOJStudents!
RIBA Members and Friends
Book Online

EXTENDED
PLAY

Join us for a series of intimate
Tuesday evening talks, screenings
and events as part of The Brutalist
Playground where a diverse group
of speakers will be responding to
key themes within the exhibition.
For full details and to book

your place please go to:
www.architecture.com/
brutalistplayground

THROUGH THE EYES
OF THE PLANNER:
RETHINKING THE
ARCHITECTURE

OF POST-WAR LONDON
Tuesday 16 June
18301930

Responding to The Brutalist
Playground, London Metropolitan
Archives will be showing archival
films from their moving image
collections. Films will be introduced
by David Baldwin, Archivist
at LMA and LMA Development
Ofﬁcer Faridha Karim.

5/£3 students,
RIBA Members and Friends
Booking online essential

THINKING ABOUT
MATERIALITY:
THE BRUTALIST DEBATE

IN POST-WAR BRITAIN
Tuesday 30 June
18.30—1930

- Architectural historian Andrew

Higgott will explore how the term
Brutalist developed as a new
architectural sensibility after World
War Two, focusing on the work

of artist Nigel Henderson and his
documentation of London’s East
End in the early 1950s.

£5/£3 students,

RIBA Members and Friends
Booking online essential

THE PLAYGROUNDS

AND THE CITY
Tuesday 21 July
18.30—19.30

Writer Ken Worpole discusses the
history of playground design from

an international perspective, tracing .

the development of the Danish ‘junk
playgrounds' and the modernist,
street-corner playgrounds desngned
by Dutch architect Aldo van Eyck.
£5/£3 studenits,

RIBA Members and Friends

Bocking online essential

A ‘PLAYABLE
LANDSCAPE’:

ERECT ARCHITECTURE
IN CONVERSATION

WITH JANET JACK
Tuesday 28 July

- 1830—1930

The park and playgrounds at the
Alexandra Road and Ainsworth
Estate in North London are the first
twentieth-century landscapes to be
listed in the UK, currently undergoing
refurbishment by J&L Gibbons in
collaboration with Erect Architecture.
Susanne Tutsch (Erect Architecture)
and Janet Jack (original landscape
architect at Alexandra Road Park)
will discuss the original plans for

the park, current redevelopments
and changes in play design since
the park’s completion in 1979,

£5/£3 students,

RIBA Members and Friends

Booking online essential

SIMON AND TOM BLOOR
IN CONVERSATION WITH
SIMON GRANT

Tuesday 4 August
1830—1830

In conversation with Simon Grant
(writer and Editor of Tate Etc)
artists Simnon and Tom Bloor will
discuss their interest in post-war
utopian thinking, play, creativity and
destruction and its influence on
thenr practlce

3 students,
R!BA Members and Friends
Booking online essential

UNDESIGN:
PLANNING FOR

DISORDERLINESS
Tuesday 11 August
18.30—12.30

A round-table discussion chaired by
Dinah Bornat (ZCD/UEL), Amica Dall
(Assemble), Mike Barclay (Wrexham
Borough Council) and Ben Tawil
(Leeds Beckett University) will
discuss ideas about places for play
to thrive, arguing for the importance
of saving ambiguous and co-optable
space in the built environment,
£5/£3 students,

RIBA Members and Friends

Bocking online essential

ADULT
WORKSHOPS

EXPLORE & DRAW
WORKSHOPS:

BRIGHT & BRUTALIST
Saturday 4 July
11:00—-16:00

-During this workshop we'll head out

to draw some of London’s finest
examples of Brutalist architecture,
creating colourful and graphic
interpretations of architectural
drawing. Suitable for all abilities,
materials will be provided.
£30/£20 students

Booking online essential

POINT AND SHOOT
PHOTOGRAPHY
WORKSHOPS: PLAYFUL
PHOTOGRAPHY

Saturday 25 July
11.00-16:00

Taking our cue from The Brutalist
Playground, this practical workshop
will include an on-site photo shoot
at the Brunel Estate.

£30/£20 students

Booking online essential

POINT AND SHOOT
PHOTOGRAPHY
WORKSHOPS: BRUTALIST
ARCHITECTURE AND

URBAN PLAY
Saturday 1 August
11:00—-16:00

How can photography be used

to both document and encourage
new forms of play in, on and around
Brutalist architecture? The workshop
will include an on-site photo shoot
at the Barbican Estate.

£30/£20 students

Booking online essential




CHILDREN,
FAMILIES
AND YOUNG
PEOPLE

DAY OF PLAY

Saturday 8 August
10:00—17:00

Join us for a celebration of all
things play! Take over the RIBA
~ headquarters and participate in

" hands-on activities and tours for

all the family, including workshops
from Involve Architecture, Lego,
Meccano and many more.
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BUILDING BLOCKS
FOR AGES
2=

Tuesday 14 July & Tuesday 28 July
10:00--10:45

Hands-on activity sessions where
children and their parents/carers can
join in with stories, songs and lots

of building and making, all themed
around The Brutalist P[ayground

£2 per child, pai ' 0

DESIGN QUEST
FOR AGES
7-11

READY,
SET, PLAYGROUND!

Monday 27 July
11:00—-16:00

Invent and play games then
create models and build your ideal
playground in miniature, inspired
by your own ideas and images

_ from The Brutalist Playground
£35 (£20 if eligible 3
school meats)

Booking online essential

PLAY IT COOL

- Tuesday 28 July

11:00—16:00

Play it cool in a series of games
and challenges, map your journey
through the RIBA building, and
discover how to turn your steps
into your own playground.

£35 (£20 if eligible for
free schoot meals)
Booking online essential

BRUTAL

GEOMETRICS

Thursday 6 August

1:00-16:00

Search out shapes in The Brutalist
Playground and then use 2D and
3D cut-out shapes to create your
own fun play area.

£35 (£20 if eligible for free |
school meals)

Booking online essential

DESIGN DAY
FOR AGES
11-15

PLAY SHAPE MOVE
Wednesday 29 July

11:00—-16:00

Explore the array of designs in

The Brutalist Playground and create
your own large-scale, brilliantly
brutal designs using repeated

_shapes and patterns.

235 (E20 if eligible for free
school meals)
Booking online essential

PLASTER-CAST

PLAYGROUNDS
Wednesday 5 August
11:00-16:00

Create your own 3D playgroynd
using Madroc (plaster-coated fabric),
modelling wire and plastic. Learn
new creative skills—designing, model
making and painting—and take
home your creation.

£35 (220 if eligible for free

school meals)

Booking online essential

SKILL UP FOR
AGES 15-18

TOTAL

ARCHITECTURE 1
Thursday 30 July
11:00 - 16:.00

Thinking about architecture? Meet -
like-minded young people and RIBA
representatives, and develop your
technical drawing skills through
responding to a Brutalist Playground
themed brief.

£35 (£20 if eligible for free

school meals)

Booking online essential

TOTAL

ARCHITECTURE 2
Friday 31 July
N0 -.16:00

Learn what makes a good portfolio,
how to present your work stylishly
and how to stand out from the crowd,
using The Brutalist Playground
exhibition for content and inspiration.
£35 (£20 if eligible for free

school meals)

Booking online essential

PLASTIC FANTASTIC:
BRUTALIST MODELLING

WITH A RECYCLING TWIST
Thursday 6 August
11:00--16:00

Make wire frame models inspired
by The Brutalist Playground. Use a
heat shrink wrap technique to give
the models surface and volume, and
create somethmg brutal yet playful
£35 {£20 if eligible for fr

school meals ]

Booking online essential

PLAY IN

THE URBAN SPACE
Friday 7 August
11:00--16:00

What is the importance of play

in the built environment? Using

a case study, you'll assess a problem,
decide how to transform a space,
and develop drawings and
prototypes to Justlfy your decision.
£35 (£20 if eli for free

schoot rneals]

Booking online essentiat

LOVE
ARCHITECTURE?
BECOME

A RIBA

FRIEND TODAY

Our RIBA Friends of
Architecture programme
is a great way for anyone
with an interest in
architecture, design and
the built world to get more
out of our packed season
of exhibitions and events.

Become a RIBA friend
today and enjoy exclusive
access to Friends events
- look out for our walking
tour of the Barbican
Centre this summer -

as well as private views,

talks, tours, discounts and
magazines.

Discover more and
become a Friend online at
architecture.com/friends
email friends@riba.org or
call 020 7307 3810.
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