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Maritime heritage, port city
‘stigma’ and a cultural mega event

Hull UK City of Culture 2017 and its legacy
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° Hull was stigmatised (e.g. 2003 book Crap Towns) due to unemployment,
Newcastle deprivation, health problems... we argue this is ‘port city’ stigma
s But maritime industry still thrives, plus continued manufacturing sector
Liverpool o A and a growing renewable energy sector (Green Port Hull partnership;
¥ MafBhosi® “Energy Port City” vision in the City Plan)
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The UK Clty Of e Established in 2009, launched in 2010
Culture programme

* Aimed at enabling other UK cities to benefit from the positive effects
of cultural mega events witnessed in the cases of Glasgow (ECoC 1990)
and Liverpool (ECoC 2008)

Hull UK City of Culture 2017 statistics:
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Made in Hull projection about migration through the port of Hull on
the facade of The Deep (2017) © Quite Adept
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Hull: Yorkshire’s
Maritime City ???

e But after 2017, Hull City
Council immediately
returned to maritime
heritage to place-market the
city...
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North End Shipyard and Arc ic Corsair trawler
in Hull City Plan © Hull City Council

e £27.4m heritage project as a
‘legacy project’ of the UKCoC
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So... one legacy of
Hull 2017: the
maritime-heritage
city reborn?

* The maritime shifts from
‘dissonant heritage’ to key
anchor of civic pride and
asset for local development

* Building upon positive
narratives from Hull 2017

e But also building upon the
appetites for maritime
heritage from Hull and from
wider publics
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