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FOREWORD

When we started this project, ten years ago, our goal
was to establish in Venice a place for reflection, dialo-
gue and research, to enhance cultural and intellectual
exchange and mutual understanding.

With an extraordinary presence of organizations de-
dicated to art and culture, and a rich history as a cros-
sroad of cultures and ideas, Venice was the ideal place
for the realization of the objectives of the European
Cultural Centre (ECC). In addition, the city with its la-
goon is an emblematic place where to experience and
become aware of global issues related to mass tourism
and climate change.

Every two years, we invite an international group of
architects, artists, academic institutions, and creative
professionals working across disciplines to investigate
the fundamental topics of Time, Space and Existence.
These are the principles of our long term research and
the title of our architecture biennial exhibition in Venice.

By giving space to a diverse and growing number of
participants, our project hopes to continuously stimu-
late new ways of dialogue, that is inclusive of all voices
and transcends across all boundaries.

Architects have a crucial role in designing solutions
for sustainable communities and improving the quali-
ty of our life. However, global issues cannot be resolved
by countries acting alone, or by professionals acting
alone. Decision making must start with understanding
the urban, social, natural, economic, cultural, political,
environment.

In collaboration with the amazing group of partici-
pants who took part in this year’s edition, we have been
hard working on the realization of this project. It has
been an exceptional year and together with the entire
world we faced new challenges. However, through the
joint efforts, persistence, hope, vision, trust and an ex-
traordinary resiliency, we made it possible.

We would like to thank all the participants and the
entire ECC team for the incredible work done with pas-
sion and care, and all the partners involved for their
continuous support and enthusiasm.

- European Cultural Centre Team
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INTRODUCTION

The 5t edition of Time Space Existence presents the
works of over two hundred participants from all conti-
nents, showcased at Palazzo Bembo, Palazzo Mora, and
Giardini della Marinaressa. The exhibits range from
conceptual works, models, videos, drawings, sculptu-
res, photographs to site specific installations.

Participants question our relationship with space and
time, re-envisioning new ways of living and rethinking
architecture through a larger lens. They ask themselves
what they can do to improve the quality of our life su-
stainably, with climate change, migration, water, and
rapid urbanization, being the major challenges.

The exhibition features projects that focus on water
urbanism, green and resilient cities, development of
new materials, construction systems and methods.

Other presentations draw attention to the role of
architecture in raising people’s awareness of others'
living conditions and access to resources, by focusing
on solutions for displaced communities, discriminated
groups and minorities.

Moreover, the Covid-19 crisis highlights the urgent
need of a holistic approach for rethinking and redesi-
gning our relationship with our surroundings, with each
other and with all living organisms.

Practitioners are forced to reconsider public and
private space and develop new products for our wel-
Ibeing. Experimental proposals suggest new ways of
living and invite us to reflect upon our existence that is
re-defined by a contemporary perception of time and
interaction in both virtual and physical spaces.

We still do not know what will be the aftermath of all
this. Although the present sets unprecedented chal-
lenges, architects, artists and designers are proposing
alternatives which infuse optimism and motivate the
future generations.

By bringing together stories and voices from all cor-
ners of the world, and by making them accessible to
the wider public, we hope that our biennial exhibition
can be a place for reflections and a source of inspiration
for change.
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London South
Bank University

Social justice in education:

What distinguishes one child from another is not
ability, but access. Access to education, access to op-
portunity, access to love - Lauryn Hill, singer

Founded in 1892, London South Bank University is a
central London university dedicated to creating oppor-
tunity through a personalized and practical education.
Architecture at LSBU supports the ambitions of all ap-
plicants to the university who show they will commit to
becoming architects; we look for potential in the indi-
vidual, rather than a traditional narrative of academic
success in secondary education, and believe our obli-
gation is to support the individual’s access to learning.
Trusting and supporting people whose wish is to create
is fundamental. Teaching - and academic success - at
the university are predicated around student wellness,
emphasizing the value of emotional intelligence, em-
pathy, and the student’s abilities to recognize and man-
age their emotions and the emotions of other people,
individually and in groups.

A focused professional pluralism:

| deeply believe in pluralism. | believe in the close
proximity of multiple systems or agnostic systems.

- Ben Nicolson, painter

The type and presentation of architectural problems,
and the sophistication of solutions to design projects
must differ at every level of study, reflecting the com-
plexity of society and social relations. Acquiring prac-
tical skills is essential, but the future architect must
negotiate architectural design as a climate-literate
provocateur; an enquiring researcher after new knowl-
edge; an ethical and moral professional avoiding the
monetisation of the constructed social art of architec-
ture; a maestro of tactile materiality and responsible
specification; a guardian of social sustainability and
life, health, and fire safety - and a poetic originator of
genuinely private, as well as accessible public spaces.
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Emerging practitioners must challenge the business
models for architectural practice developed after the
European enlightenment, which separated architects
from the communities they serve in favour of relation-
ships with capital. We need smarter, more ethical
modes of practice, including that of the architect-con-
structor, the architect-activist, and the poet-architect;
all must co-exist side by side.

Radical environmentalism:

Even an entire society, a nation, or all simultaneous-
ly existing societies taken together, are not owners of
the earth. They are simply its possessors, its benefi-
ciaries, and have to bequeath it in an improved state to
succeeding generations — Karl Marx, writer

A truly innovative understanding of the design, op-
eration, and management of technologies in the low
carbon buildings of the future has to emerge from the
earlier position where sustainable design was driven by
metrics. This requires a shift from measurement to
feeling, focusing on the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (and other social manifestoes)
through the prism of the architect and architecture,
with enhanced awareness of the links between digital
design, prototyping, digital fabrication, and off site
manufacture, culminating in a more critical understand-
ing of the sociology of the city.

This also requires revisiting the creation of aesthet-
ic unity, with a robust constructional agenda where
space is achieved through structure, and beauty is pres-
ent in its most abstract - and finite - terms.

Head of Architecture - Ass. Prof. Luke Murray
Head of Architecture Research - Ass. Prof. Federico Rossi
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Golden Cosmic Spheres project
Yianna Moustaka






