8. MaaKOBLKWA

(Vladimir V Mayakovsky)

and
Thomas Sharp

Meet on Mount Olympus

Bob Jarvis 2009



ame from a newsreel, June 10, 1929

mas Sharp, as President of the Town Planning Institute, 1945—6.
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DEBASEMENT

7. Byelaw standardized street: anywhere in England, middle and

late 19th century.

NMCOLLAPSE

'8. Semi-detached street: anywhere in England, 20th century.




Our debt
Is to roar
like deep sirens vociferous
in the fogs of philistinism
in storm and stress.
A poet is always
in debt to the universe,
paying
a percentage
in pain
and distress.

| feel Soviet
like a factory
producing happiness
| don’t want
to be picked
like a flower in a field,
after my labours.
| want
to sweat in debates
for the State Plan
with ne annual quotas.

The word of a poet—
Is your resurrection,

your immortality,
citizen clerk!
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Three scenes trom Mayertold's production
of "The Bath-douse ', Mescow, 1930

The detigners of the costemes and sets
ware A. Doneha and S Valdrtangey

Drawings by Mayakovsky for the production of The Bath
House.
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As they say,
~_the incident is closed.
Love’s.boat has
crashed on
philistine reefs.
It would be useless g
making a list
of who did what to whom. . -
We shared weapons
and wounds.

To those who remain — | wish hap-
piness.
; Viadimir Mayakovsky

12/4/30
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THE AUTHOR

Was born in 1901, and spent his childhood and
youth in Durham mining villages. He was
educated at elementary and secondary schools.
Begin work in the local council office, then
after some years of local government service
he became particularly interested in town and
country planning, and has since specialised in
it. Has designed regional planning schemes in
various parts of:the country, specially round
London and Liverpool (but has seen most of
them shelved, as plans generally are in England). 2
In 1932 wrote Town and Countryside, setting out
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suggestions for a new approach to English 4 “3 e

plapning problems. Subsequently published e, A

English Panorama, and other books. The e L o
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author is now Lecturer in Architecture and
Town Planning at King’s College, Durham
University, and is also in practice as a planning
consultant.

=" b 1&
e




he Anatomy J

TRl o e N -
=MEEEESIzE ] -
= . - - 4
B BlEAEH £
- --"""f; 71 / \ N
)}G—
|l-

~of the

||Iage }




AN FOR DURHAM p
l BY THOM 4

RebBL I




HELL AND MIDDLESEROUGH

n, as
men can being into the

Bottom) Byelare Streed, axrehere




2. KINETIC ESSENCES

BY waAy ! IC ‘i i
—- c;\:c OF xf.x TRODI-LTlIOh 1t may be as well to starr with an example which gives the
~ essence of townscape in i small space, Oxford provides such an example, and one of

','“ the beginning of the short sereet, by its Junction with New ("ul}egc Lane, the onj
building 10 be seen on the west side is the noble cube of the old B(k'"fim s but ;;dv.m i ‘
a little ulong‘thc astern pavement, onc sees first the rotunda of the Radd;rfr (}amcm %.L:.
}J}E upper spire of the University Church, then the dome of the Camera coming into .‘.'14“\.
T'ben, as the vast bulk of the rotunda cmerges and separates from e Bmvlk-m:z the 1 \\{ -
of the church zlso cmerges. Cube, cylinder, cone, the pure, prime clemental .ﬁ:m\h \ .
suddenly ruxtaposed, or rather, with g rapndizy that is almost swddt:;n:ss e, lov\nm 5 o
cach olh_cr 11 @ series of effects that is architecturally sensational, .AIUu)l;ghF;ac.h of hese
rl'ugc hx{xmmgs 15 in its own way 3s sophisticated a p.vccc of architecture s one js l:‘-‘ v =
get in England, thc_ experience of seeing them in this series of rv:lauoﬁs is c)c;*'
beyond the power of ordinary words or snl photographs to describe. Hcre.in.lhc *p::r- £

Catls Strwsl. 1. Bodistas cabe, 2. 8t Mary's spire and Badelfln rotands emscying

KINETIC ESSENCES
i tew seconds s 2 great msthetic experience to be gained along a fow yards of a public
street —the kind of experience, free for all though it is, which should be regarded with awe.
Here is & poetry of townscape that verges on the sublime, thar rises to within an ace of
perfection,

[Does this last hesitant and tentative qualification mar one’s whole-spirited enjoyment
of the experience ? Surely it need not, It is one of the pleasures (and sometimes one of the
pleasurable pains) of developing an eye for townscape that one can exercise one’s imagina-
tion 1o appreciate what is absent as well as to enjoy what exists (and who knows but that,
with a little luck, it may be possible 1o persuade some powerful person in authority 1o
supply the missing feature, for fiture pencrations to enjoy 2—such a feature, for example,
#s A simple single trec), In this great unfolding which we have just seen, is not the middle-
height ut the southern end of the view a shade insufficient ? Is not the total effect a thought
hard in its unrelieved geometric stone * And would not o nobly proportioned tree accupy-
ing the forecourt of St Mary's in Radcliffe Square, in place of the present rambler roses
and other ‘suburban effects, provide equally in summer and winter just that addrtional
Beight and thar natural foil which would zive perfection ? To one pair of eyes, at least, it
would. Nevertheless, we must not let the awareness of what is not tease us out of the
enjoyuent of what is; and, in spite of this possibility of small improvement, this south-

3. Radediffe dome coming in, 4. The myuenoe comglete.
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TOWN & TOWNSCAPE:

THOMAS SHARP

www.ncl.ac.uk/library/sharp

Town and Town s The Waork and
Life of Thot 5 a collabarative
projectyictin astle Upiversity's
Litrary Special Calleclionsand Sehaol of
Architectyre INQ dnd Landscape,

Lwith ma 3 MAornr cesource an the

fawtplanng writer Thormas Sharp
ssibledfon scholarship for the first
. The projest s funded by TheAnts

iunci, AHRC,

Thomas Sharp

Thomas Sharp [1901-1978] was & key figure in town panning
in the mid-twentieth century, The concepts he develaped in
hex writings and plans have been of enduring sigrificence and
mituence on 1hinking about planning and design for bt
practitioners and academics in the UK and beyond. One of
his best knewn contributions was as & major influsnce on the
dovelopment ¢f ideas of townscape,

The mid-twenteeth cenuty was a period when public and
prodesaional inferest in planning was at o ali-time high

Sharp was = key figure in delining thinking aboul the farms that
fown and countrysice should take; n reccnciling sxisting and
¥alued charactor with modernity, snd; i making these arguments
acceasihie. Hes book Town Alanning i the most widety-read sver

o0 the subjoct and followed sartier influential polemical works,
The plans he produced in the 1948, primaniy for Watoric citins
such a6 Oxford, Exater and Durham, wore atso hugely inluential

he Collection

st anor part of the collaction was donated by Rachel Sharp
Hawnkowl 10 Newcastle University and s o substantial repository
| 1 o sominl papars and plans of Sharp

O e principal elaments of the collection are as follows: Files of
ilrmation and carrosgondence on individsal texts. including
impullshed warks

O [iles of information and correspondence on individual plans,

i mctudes, for examgle, work oo histeric cities, new
villages, new towns and overseas commmsions and
competition entries

O CQriginol plans for many commissons

O Lxténsive documentation on key planning cases where
Uihatp appeared a5 3 wilhess ot public Inquiry

O [sterdive books of press-cuttings on all of the above

O Iypescript of an unpublished sutcbiograghy shd
manuscript aulobiographicol notes

0 Typescripts of government infarmation fims, rodis talks,
lecturas

0 Ducumentation an unsuccessiul commissions

O Miscelianeous personal cortespondence

© Creative wirks of poetry, novets, radio plays etc. -
largely unpublished
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